
The PTHS World Language Program offers 4 years of courses in Spanish, with a focus on interpersonal
communication skills and cultural study. Grammar is studied throughout, but does not become an
organizing principle of instruction until the third and fourth years. Students typically take Spanish 1 in
grades 9 or 10 but it is open to 11-12.

SPANISH IN 9TH GRADE
For 9th graders thinking about Spanish 1:  ¡Fantástico!  Here is what you should expect:

● A positive and  interactive atmosphere
○ We speak Spanish from day 1 in a way that is easy to follow along
○ This includes visuals, movement, drawing, and games in addition to note-taking, reading

(simple stuff at first!) and writing.
○ All students AND the teacher are expected to bring a positive attitude to class.

● A class that involves you actively learning every day
○ We expect that you participate seriously and make up for missed work promptly after an

absence.
○ Because class is so active, there is not much homework.

● A low pressure environment for speaking
○ Most speaking activities are done in pairs or small groups to keep it chill.

● Cultural projects such as music, celebrations, and food
○ Check out the Day of the Dead project website that students in all Spanish levels put

together last year:
○ *Hopefully next year, we will be able to get back in the Culinary Arts room to cook authentic

foods from Spanish-speaking cultures; this was put on hold because of Covid this year.
● A full-year class

○ Since we want to have full classes all year, you should start Spanish 1 with the intention of
doing it for at least a full year.

○ 2 years is the requirement for entrance to 4-year colleges and universities.
○ Starting in 9th grade gives you the option to take Spanish for 4 years and prepare yourself

for the Seal of Biliteracy.

Starting Spanish 1 in 9th grade:
It is recommended that students have a B or above in their 8th grade ELA class. If you do not have a B
average in 8th grade ELA, you can still request Spanish 1 and we will consider other teacher
recommendations.

Heritage speakers of Spanish (those who speak Spanish at home)
Students from Spanish-speaking families are especially encouraged to talk with the teacher and
parent-guardian to determine how our program can support their unique needs.  Heritage learners have
thrived in Spanish 1, 2, 3, and 4 classrooms, usually depending on the abilities, personality, interests, and
goals of the individual student.

Language Competency Testing
PTHS offers competency credit for students who speak, read, write, and understand languages other than
English.  For students who already have proficiency in another language, this test is offered in the spring.
Families should contact Reed Aubin raubin@ptschools.org or Nancy Zamberlin,
nzamberlin@ptschools.org to learn more about this opportunity and determine if they may be eligible.
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